‘COMPETITION LAW UPDATE:                   COMPETITIVE SOLUTIONS AT A TIME OF ECONOMIC CRISIS’
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IRISH CENTRE FOR EUROPEAN LAW
Friday, 17 July 2009, 2-5.15pm 

Bar Council Distillery Building, 145/151 Church St, Dublin 7
PROGRAMME 

	2pm
	REGISTRATION 



	2.20pm


	Andrew Beck B.L., Director, Irish Centre for European Law  

Introduction



	2.25pm
	Chair: Michael Collins S.C., Chairman of the Bar Council of Ireland
Opening remarks



	2.30pm
	Commissioner Neelie Kroes, EU Commissioner for Competition    
‘The Commission's Enforcement Policy and the Need for a Competitive Solution to the Crisis’


	3.15pm
	REFRESHMENT BREAK 


	3.45pm
	Dr Stanley Wong, Member & Director, Mergers Division, The Competition Authority           
‘Competition Law and Policy in Troubled Economic Times’                                                                               


	4.15pm
	Dr John Temple Lang, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP    
‘Article 82 EC: Critique of the new Commission Guidance Document’                                                                                  


	4.45pm
	Chairman’s Closing Remarks and Q & A 


	Circa 5.15pm
	CLOSE OF SEMINAR





                              BIOGRAPHIES


                                In speaking order:-

Michael M. Collins M.A., LL.M. (NUI), LL.M. (Penn.), SC is a Senior Counsel and the Chairman of the Bar Council.  He is also a tenant of Monckton Chambers, London.  After taking a B.A. and M.A. in economics and an LL.M. from University College Dublin, he took an LL.M. from the University of Pennsylvania specialising in finance, antitrust and constitutional law.  He was admitted to the New York Bar and worked in the area of corporate finance with Shearman & Sterling in New York in the early 1980s before returning to Ireland to commence practice at the Irish Bar.  He was admitted to the Bar of England and Wales in 1987, took silk in Ireland in 1994 and was called to the Bar of the United States Supreme Court in 2003.  He practices in the area of civil law with an emphasis on commercial law, EU law, constitutional law and judicial review.  In 1996, he was appointed by the Government as Chairman of the Competition and Mergers Review Group to review and make recommendations for reform in the field of competition and mergers law.  The recommendations of his report were largely enacted in the Competition Act 2002.

Among his recent cases, he has acted for Bank of America in the Eurofoods insolvency, for ISTC in its examinership, for Greencore in its challenge to the Government’s allocation of the compensation fund for the sugar industry, for the Irish League of Credit Unions in the proceedings brought by the Competition Authority, for the Ringaskiddy residents in their challenge to the permission for an incinerator, for Ms. Zappone and Gilligan in their case asserting a constitutional right to marry for gay people and for BUPA in the risk equalisation litigation.
Commissioner Neelie Kroes, born on 19 July 1941 in Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland, is a Dutch politician and businessperson. In 1971 she was elected to the lower house of parliament, where she became  spokesperson for education. She remained a member of parliament until 1977, when she became junior minister of Transportation and Water Management in the First Van Agt Cabinet, responsible for Postal and Telephone Services and Transportation. In 1981 she briefly returned to the lower house of parliament, while her party, VVD, was in the opposition. In 1982 she returned to office in the First and Second Lubbers Cabinets, as the minister for Transportation and Water Management, a post that she held until 1989. As a minister she was responsible for the privatization of the Post and Telephone Services, as well as the commissioning of the Betuwe-railway.

After her time as minister, Ms Kroes became a member of the Rotterdam Chamber of Commerce, furthermore she served as a board member for Ballast Nedam (shipping), ABP-PGGM (a pension fund), NIB (an investment bank), McDonald's Netherlands, Nedlloyd, and Nederlandse Spoorwegen (the privatized Dutch railroad company).

In 1991 she became chairperson of Nyenrode University, a private business school. 

In 2004 Neelie Kroes was appointed European Commissioner for Competition.
Dr Stanley Wong was appointed Member of the Competition Authority as of February 2006 and also serves as Director of the Mergers Division.  From 2006 to 2008 he served as Director of the Monopolies Division. From 2006 to 2008, he led the Grocery Monitor Project which produced a 3-volume report on the wholesale and retailer segments of the Irish grocery sector. 

Among his duties, he has represented the Authority in consultations by the European Commission on major case decisions and policy initiatives such as private actions and Article 82 guidance.  He is also an active participant in the work of the OECD and the International Competition Network.  

He frequently speaks and lectures on competition law and policy.  In January 2009, at the request of the European Commission he made workshop presentations on Irish and European competition laws to the Chinese competition authorities in Beijing, China, under the auspices of the EU-China Trade Project.  In March 2009 he chaired the panel on predatory pricing at the Workshop of ICN Unilateral Conduct Working Group held in Washington, DC. 

Prior to joining the Competition Authority he was a Partner and head of the competition law practice in Canadian law firm Davis & Company LLP. He has served as Chair of the National Competition Law Section of the Canadian Bar Association in 2000-2001. 

He is qualified as an economist and a lawyer. Prior to entering the practice of law in 1984, he was Associate Professor of Economics at Carleton University, Ottawa. He has two degrees in economics (B.A., Hons., Simon Fraser University and Ph.D., University of Cambridge, King’s College) and a LL.B. degree from the University of Toronto.   

Dr. Wong is admitted to practice law as a barrister and solicitor in Ontario and British Columbia, Canada and as a solicitor in England and Wales (non-practicing). He has extensive experience as litigation and advisory counsel on competition matters.  In private practice, he was recognized internationally as a leading competition lawyer.
Dr John Temple Lang is now with the international law firm Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP in their Brussels Office, and his practice is concentrated primarily on the areas of EC antitrust and competition law.

He was for the five years 1995-2000 Director responsible for telecommunications, media, information technology and electronics in the Competition Directorate General of the European Commission.  He was a Director there since 1988, and from 1974 to 1988 he was in the Legal Service of the European Commission, dealing primarily with competition law and international trade issues.  Before that he was in private practice in Ireland.

He is an Irish lawyer, and graduated with first class honours of Trinity College, Dublin in 1957, obtaining the LL.D. in 1980.  Dr. Temple Lang is now Senior Visiting Research Fellow in the University of Oxford and a Visiting Professor in Trinity College, Dublin.  He has published a book on European Community law and more than 250 articles on a wide variety of legal and related subjects, mostly concerned with Community competition law, including a number of papers on antitrust law in the volumes of the Fordham Corporate Law Institute.  He has lectured in the USA, Canada and in many European countries.
Andrew Beck B.L. is a practising barrister and Director of the Irish Centre for European Law.  He is a graduate of Trinity College Dublin, Oxford University (Magister Juris in European and Comparative Law) and The King’s Inns.  He received a first in European Law at Oxford and, at the King’s Inns, was first in the subject of Advocacy, Legal Drafting and Negotiation and awarded a Bar Council Bursary.  Andrew Beck B.L. has a wide civil law practice and, in particular, he has advised and acted in a range of EU Law cases.  He is a teacher and examiner on the civil practice course at The King’s Inns.    
