A Framework for Human Rights?

THE NEW EU CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS IN CONTEXT

An Irish Centre for European Law Conference

with the support of the Northern Irish Human Rights Commission,

the Bar and the Law Society of Northern Ireland
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About the Conference

The EU Charter on Fundamental Rights was solemnly proclaimed at the Nice Summit of the European Council on 7 December 2000.  Its legal status has yet to be decided, yet in its breath, scope and objectives, it is the most significant EU human rights text to date.  Much uncertainty prevails as to the role, effects and content of the Charter.    This conference aims to explore and elucidate these issues, and to provide an insight into the Charter and EU fundamental rights law generally.

This seminar is a must for all those individuals working with Human Rights, including the NGO and public sectors, legal practitioners and academics.  In the rapidly developing new era of Human Rights this Conference presents a unique opportunity to learn about this key instrument in its context from leading Human Rights specialists.

Conference Programme

I.


The Legal Effects of the Charter 

Chair:


The Hon. Mr Justice Ronald Weatherup

10:00am

Chairman’s Welcome

10:15am

A View from Luxembourg

Advocate General Francis Jacobs, Court of Justice of the European Communities  

10:55am

The Charter and the Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland




Professor Brice Dickson, Northern Irish Human Rights Commission




11:35am

Questions & Answers

11:45am – 12:00
Coffee break

II.


Rights Protected

12:00


The Charter and Social Rights 



Professor Barry Fitzpatrick, University of Ulster

12:30pm

The Charter and Equality




Mr Nick Bernard, Queen’s University Belfast

1:00pm

Questions & Answers

1:15pm – 2:30pm
Lunch



III.


The Constitutional Context

Chair:  


Professor Stephen Livingstone, Queen’s University Belfast

2:30pm

The Charter and the European Convention on Human Rights




Mr James Kingston, Law School, Trinity College Dublin

3:05pm

Access to Justice and the Charter 




Dr Angela Ward, University of Essex
, Barrister-at-law



3:40pm

The Constitutional Significance of the Charter





Dr Antje Wiener, Institute of European Studies, Queen’s University Belfast 
4:20pm

Questions & Answers

4:30pm

Close

About the Speakers

Francis Jacobs has been Advocate General at the European Court of Justice since October 1988.  Before 1988, he was a QC and worked as an Official in the Secretariat of the European Commission of Human Rights.  He was also Professor of European Law at King's College, London and author of several works on European law.  

Professor Brice Dickson is Chief Commissioner of the Northern Irish Human Rights Commission.  He is also Professor of Law at the University of Ulster and was a lecturer and senior lecturer in Law at Queen's University between 1979 and 1991. He has a first class BA in Jurisprudence (1974) and a second class BCL (1975) from Oxford. He was called to the Northern Ireland Bar in 1976. He also has an MPhil from the University of Ulster (1998). Professor Dickson was a member and Deputy Chair of the EOC 1990-96. He was the Winston Churchill Fellow on Bills of Rights in Southern Africa in 1994 and acted as a consultant to the Forum for Peace and Reconciliation. He has been a long-standing member of the Committee for the Administration of Justice(CAJ), Amnesty International, and Liberty. 

Professor Barry Fitzpatrick is Jean Monnet Professor of European Labour Law at the University of Ulster, and inaugural Head of the School of Law established at UU from 1 August 2001.  He has written extensively on issues of European social law, including its enforcement, and on broader issues of European constitutional law.  He is at present undertaking research into international labour standards in EU and UK labour law, in particular a review for the Council of Europe of the European Social Charter and the acquis communautaire.  He is European Editor of the Industrial Law Journal, a part-time Chairman of Industrial Tribunals and Deputy Chairman of the Industrial Court in Northern Ireland.

Nick Bernard graduated with a Maitrise en Droit Prive from the University of Paris-XI in 1986 and a BA in Law from the University of Kent at Canterbury in 1987. In 1988 he was awarded the degree of DEA from the University of Paris-I Pantheon-Sorbonne. He was appointed to a Lectureship in Law at the University of Essex in 1989 and joined Queen's University as a Reader in Law in 1999. He teaches European Union Law and Civil Law. He has also been involved in various EU accession teaching and training programmes in Central and Eastern Europe. His research interests are in the field of European Union Law in general, with particular emphasis on EU governance and internal market regulation. He has published widely on various aspects of European Law, including anti-discrimination law, free movement in the EU, multi-level governance, subsidiarity and EU citizenship.

James Kingston, LL.B., M.A., LL.M. (Lond.), Barrister-at-Law. James Kingston is lecturer in public international law and human rights law at Trinity College, Dublin for the academic year 2001-2002, during which time he is on sabbatical from the Department of Foreign Affairs, where he is Deputy Legal Adviser. He has previously lectured in international law at the University of London and has worked as a researcher at the British Institue of International and Comparative Law, the Law Reform Commission of

Ireland and the Irish Centre for European Law. His research interests are public international law, human rights law and constitutional aspects of EU law. He co-authored Abortion and the Law (1997) (with Anthony Whelan and Ivana Bacik) and was a contributor to the Irish Centre for European Law's Human Rights: A European Perspective (1994).

Angela Ward is a Reader in Law at the University of Essex, and is a Barrister of the Middle Temple. She specialises in EU Law and Human Rights Law, and has a particular interest in the role of the individual in enforcing these rules. She is one of the founding editors of the Cambridge Yearbook of European Legal Studies, and is the author of Judicial Review and the Rights of Private Parties in EC Law (OUP, 2000).

Antje Wiener is Reader and Jean Monnet Professor at the Institute of European Studies, QUB.  She has taught at the universities of Berlin (Free University), Stanford, Carleton, Sussex and Hannover. She held fellowships at Stanford University, the Sussex European Institute and the European University Institute, Florence. Her research interests and publications are in International Relations and European Integration Theory. She serves on committees of the International Studies Association, International Political Science Association and the German Political Science Association.

