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First Day

09.15 - 09.45

Registration

09.45 - 10.00

Opening Address

Section I:
General Legal Issues

Chair:


Ms Frances Buggy, Corevalue & Irish Internet Association

10.00 - 10.45

Scope and General Principles of the Electronic Commerce Directive



Dermot Cahill, Solicitor, Lecturer in Law, UCD

10.45 - 11.15

Liability of Intermediary Service Providers under the Electronic 

Commerce Directive





Ian Lloyd, Professor, University of Strathclyde,Glasgow

11.15 - 11.45

Tea / Coffee

11.45 - 12.15
Contract Formation: Electronic Commerce and Electronic Signature Directives


 

Hans Micklitz, Professor, University of Bamberg

12.45 - 13.00

Discussion

13.00 - 14.30

Lunch

Section II:
Consumer Protection Issues

Chair:
Mr Vincent Power, Head of EU and Competition Law Unit, A & L Goodbody Solicitors

14.30 - 15.15
Consumer Protection: Electronic Commerce and Unsolicited Commercial Communications



Geraint Howells, Professor, University of Sheffield 

15.15 - 16.00

Consumer Protection: Electronic Commerce and Distance Selling 

Directives




Dr Axel Halfmeier, University of Bremen

16.00 - 16.45
Consumer Protection and the Proposal for a Directive on Distance Marketing of Financial Services




Michel van Huffel, European Commission (DG Consumer Protection)
16.45 - 17.00

Discussion

17:00 – 18 :00

Reception
Second Day

Section III:
Transnational Legal Issues

Chair:
Mr William Earley, Head of E-Commerce and Information Technology Unit, McCann FitzGerald Solicitors

09.30 - 10.00

Electronic Commerce and Private international Law: Applicable

Law

T.P. Kennedy, Director of Education, Law School, Law Society of Ireland

10.00 - 10.45

State Regulation v Self-Regulation in the Electronic Commerce Sector

Julia Hornle,  Queen Mary & Westfield College

10.45 - 11.00

Discussion

11.00 - 11.30

Tea / Coffee

11.30 - 12.00
The Brussels System on Jurisdiction in the context of Electronic Commerce
Ludovic Bernardeau, ERA / ECJ
12.00 - 12.30

Electronic Commerce and Alternative Dispute Resolution




Denis Kelliher, Barrister-at-law
12.30 - 13.00

Discussion
13.00 - 14.00

Closing Remarks

About the conference

Electronic commerce is a radically new area of economic activity whose rapid development offers, on the one hand, endless possibilities for innovation and creativity in sales and marketing techniques, and on the other, a dizzying array of legal and regulatory problems for governments and individuals to deal with if legal certainty, personal privacy and consumer protection are to be maintained. 

This seminar will evaluate legal issues of electronic commerce in the European Community context. The EC’s Electronic Commerce Directive will be examined in great detail, particular emphasis being placed on matters of contractual affairs and consumer protection. Given the nature of the subject-matter, the debate will stretch across numerous fields of law. Aside from contract, questions of civil and criminal liabilities, private international law, intellectual property and fiscal law will inevitably be raised. The relationship between the new Community legislation and pre-existing or more stringent national regulation will also be addressed. This conference should be of interest to all those active in the field of e-commerce, especially those seeking to gain a better understanding of the new regulatory framework governing this area at European level.

