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‘ECHR UPDATE: THE RECENT USE OF THE ECHR IN THE COURTS, PROCEDURE, REMEDIES AND ANALYSIS.’ 

PROGRAMME
Tuesday, 20 November 2007, 5.30-8.30pm 

The Distillery Building, 145-151 Church Street, Dublin 1
Chair: The Hon. Mr Justice John Hedigan
· Brings attendees up-to-date as to the use of the ECHR in the Courts.
· Provides practical focus on procedure and remedies. 
· Provides practical focus on Asylum & Immigration Law and Criminal Law.
· Examines the role of the ECHR Act within the existing Constitutional system.

	5.30pm
	REGISTRATION 



	5.55pm

	Welcome from Andrew Beck B.L., Director of the Centre

	6pm
	Dr Eimear Brown B.L.
‘The interpretation of the ECHR in the Irish Courts since incorporation.’                            .
Abstract: This presentation provides an overview of the ECHR Act 2003 and the approaches taken by the Irish Courts in their interpretation of the ECHR. 



	6.30pm
	Michael Lynn B.L.

‘ECHR focus: The Use of the ECHR in Asylum & Immigration Law’
Abstract: This presentation analyses the recent use of the ECHR in Asylum & Immigration Law. 



	7.00pm
	REFRESHMENT BREAK


	7.20pm
	Úna Ní Raifeartaigh B.L.

‘ECHR focus: The Use of the ECHR in Criminal Justice’
Abstract: This presentation analyses the recent use of the ECHR in Criminal Justice. 



	7.50pm
	Dr Oran Doyle B.L.

‘Procedure, Remedies and the place of the ECHR Act within the existing Constitutional system’

Abstract: This presentation treats procedure and remedies under the ECHR Act and analyses the place of the ECHR Act within the existing Constitutional system. 



	8.20-8.30pm
	QUESTIONS & CLOSE OF SEMINAR



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

The Hon. Mr Justice John Hedigan is a Judge of the High Court since April 2007.  During the previous 8½ years he served as the Judge elected in respect of Ireland on the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg.  He was elected first to that court in 1998 and was re-elected in 2004.  He was educated in Belvedere College, Trinity College and King’s Inns.  He was called to the Bar in 1976 and to the Inner Bar in 1990.  He is a Bencher of King’s Inns.

Dr Eimear Brown B.L. is a practicing barrister and graduate of Trinity College Dublin (LL.B. Ling. Franc., Ph.D. to be conferred).  Her doctoral thesis is on the incorporation of the ECHR into Irish Law, an area in which she has published.  
Michael Lynn B.L. is a practising barrister. He is a graduate of Trinity College Dublin, and teaches Asylum and Immigration Law in the King’s Inns. Reported cases include Atanasov v Refugee Appeals Tribunal, B.F.O. v Governor of the Dochas Centre and C.S. v. Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform.
Úna Ní Raifeartaigh B.L. is a practising barrister specialising in Criminal Law with a particular interest in ECHR Law.  
Dr Oran Doyle B.L. is a practising barrister and lectures in Constitutional Law and Jurisprudence in Trinity College, Dublin.  His areas of interest include constitutional law, jurisprudence and equality law. He is author of Constitutional Equality Law, published in 2004 by Thomson Round Hall. He has written a number of articles and book contributions in his areas of interest.
Andrew Beck B.L. is a practising barrister and Director of the Irish Centre for European Law.  He is a graduate of Trinity College Dublin, Oxford University (Magister Juris in European Law) and The King’s Inns (Awarded Bar Council Bursary for Advocacy).  He teaches Civil Practice on the Bar Vocational Course in the King’s Inns. 
THE IRISH CENTRE FOR EUROPEAN LAW

“I…welcome…the establishment of the Irish Centre for European Law; for law lies at the heart of the European Community.” 

Peter Sutherland, Inaugural Conference, 1988

The Centre is based in Trinity College, Dublin and was founded in 1988 by Mary Robinson, at that time an Irish Senator and Senior Counsel.  Mary Robinson acted as the Centre’s first Director prior to becoming President of Ireland.  

The principal aim of the Centre is to provide a neutral forum for the examination of European Law issues.  It achieves this aim through the media of conferences, seminars and proceedings.

The current Chairman, The Hon. Mr Justice Nial Fennelly is a Judge of the Irish Supreme Court and a former Advocate General of the European Court of Justice.  

MEMBERSHIP OF THE CENTRE

When the Centre was founded by Mary Robinson, she intended to create, “…a unique linkage between legal practitioners, academic lawyers and representatives of the wide range of sectors affected by European Law.”  Thus, while many of our members are lawyers, we are not restricted to this constituency, and all are welcome.  

The Centre is dependent on the goodwill of members to continue its work.  While we hope that the Centre will be seen as a cause worth supporting of itself, benefits of membership include:-

· Advance notice of, and reduced rates for, all our conferences.

· Inclusion of your professional details in the I.C.E.L. Members Directory which is the reference point for European practitioners and interest groups in Ireland, circulated to all our members. (Copies of the current Directory are available for inspection at this conference.)


· Keeping abreast of developments in a vital, expanding area of law and acquiring CPD points.
