‘PRACTICE OPPORTUNITIES IN EU LAW: SPOTTING THE ISSUES AND READING DIRECTIVES’ 
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EU Law can seem remote to Irish practitioners.  In fact, it is critical and expanding.  It is critical as EU Law trumps Irish Law, and it is expanding as some 60-70% of Irish legislation annually concerns the implementation of EU directives.  Practitioners and those working with directives need to able to identify EU Law issues, including State Liability, and to acquire the skill of reading directives.  This seminar and workshop aims to assist delegates to acquire these key skills and to highlight practice opportunities in EU Law.   

PROGRAMME 

	2pm
	REGISTRATION 



	2.30pm


	Introduction from Andrew Beck B.L., Director, Irish Centre for European Law  



	
	Chair: TP Kennedy, Director of Education, Law Society of Ireland 



	2.35pm
	Dr Vincent Power, Partner, A & L Goodbody Solicitors 

· The Value of EU Law to Practitioners

· Identifying EU Law Issues

· Availing of Opportunities in EU Law 



	3.15pm
	Professor Dermot Cahill, Chair in Commercial Law and Dean of Bangor University School of Law, University of Wales

· Reading Directives I: Direct Effect

· State Liability



	3.55pm
	Q & A



	4.10pm
	REFRESHMENT BREAK


	4.35pm
	Andrew Beck, Barrister and Director, Irish Centre for European Law 

· Reading Directives II: Four Good Practice Steps

· Reading Directives III: Delegate Workshop 



	5.20pm
	Dr Elaine Fahey, Lecturer, Dublin Institute of Technology

· Trends and Opportunities in the Referral of Cases to Europe



	5.50
	Q & A



	6pm
	CLOSE OF SEMINAR




BIOGRAPHIES

T P Kennedy is the Director of Education with the Law Society of Ireland.  He was formerly a solicitor in private practice and a lecturer in law with the University of Leeds.  He edits Eurlegal (the European Law pages of the Gazette) and is the joint author (with Vincent Power, Dermot Cahill and Niamh Connery) of European Law (4th Ed), 2008 OUP.
Dr Vincent Power is Head of A&L Goodbody’s EU and Competition Group.  Vincent has been involved in most of the leading competition, merger control, EU and State aid cases in Ireland for over 15 years including the major takeovers, investigations, court cases and studies. He has been recommended by Chambers Global, PLC Which lawyer?, The Legal 500, European Legal Experts, Who’s Who of Competition Lawyers, The International Who’s Who of Business Lawyers, Global Competition Review and in Who’s Who in Irish Business. He is the author or editor of six books including Competition Law and Practice, Irish Competition Law and the award-winning EC Shipping Law. He has been invited to speak on EU, competition and transport matters around the world. He has a Master's Degree and a Doctorate from Cambridge University and was the first ever Law graduate to be awarded the Distinguished Alumnus award from University College Cork where he graduated with a BCL. He is also Visiting Professor of EU Law at Dalhousie University in Canada.

Professor Dermot Cahill is the Chair in Commercial Law and Dean of Bangor University School of Law, University of Wales. Editor-in-Chief of The Modernisation of European Union Competition Law Enforcement in the European Union (Cambridge University Press, 2004, 750pp.) and Co-Author of European Law (Oxford University Press, Kennedy, Cahill, Connery & Power, 4th ed., 2008, 327pp). In the latter volume he contributed inter alia the chapter ‘How to Interpret Directives’. His case study on the Commercial Agents Directive is a prime example of how difficulties can arise for practitioners when called upon to advise on the interpretation of unimplemented or poorly implemented Directives. A member of the Welsh Business Procurement Task Force, Professor Cahill was commissioned by the Welsh Minister for Finance to write a Report on Barriers to Procurement Opportunity, which was an investigation of inter alia questions arising from the interpretation of ECJ case law on the question of Transparency and various issues arising under the EC Procurement Directives. Visiting Professor at the University of Toulouse, France and External Examiner in European Law to several Universities, Professor Cahill is also the Editor of the Irish Journal of European Law and a Vice-President of the Irish Society of European Law.
Andrew Beck B.L. is a practising barrister and Director of the Irish Centre for European Law.  He has advised on and acted in a range of EU Law cases.  He is a graduate of Trinity College Dublin, Oxford University (Magister Juris in European and Comparative Law) and The King’s Inns.  At the King’s Inns he was placed highest in the subject of Advocacy, Legal Drafting and Negotiation and awarded a Bar Council Bursary.  Andrew Beck B.L. taught on the Applied European Law course in the Law Society for 7 years.  He is a teacher and examiner on the Bar Vocational Course at The King’s Inns since its revision in 2004.  
Dr. Elaine Fahey BL (LL.B (Dub.), LL.M. (Cantab.), Ph.D (Dub.) Attorney-at-Law (New York) Barrister-at-law (King's Inns)), is a graduate and Scholar of Trinity College Dublin and Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge and is an Assistant Lecturer in Law. She has lectured and taught at Trinity College Dublin and the Law Society of Ireland and is a former Judicial Research Assistant. She is the author of publications including Practice and Procedure in Preliminary References to Europe: 30 years of Article 234 EC caselaw from the Irish Courts (Firstlaw, 2007) and is Secretary to the Irish Society for European Law.

