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IRISH CENTRE FOR EUROPEAN LAW

Royal Irish Academy, Thursday, 16 November 2006, 2-6pm

SPONSORED BY THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS

This half-day conference traces the European Arrest Warrant from its genesis in Europe through its implementation into Ireland and its interpretation by the Courts.  Opening with an address from the Director of Public Prosecutions, it draws upon leading expertise from Ireland and Eurojust* and analyses the EAW through the lenses of democratic legitimacy, practical implementation, the balance of rights, and statutory interpretation.  
	2.00pm
	REGISTRATION 



	2.25pm

	Welcome from Andrew Beck B.L., Director of the Centre

	PANEL I 


	Chaired by Mr James Hamilton, Director of Public Prosecutions



	2.30pm
	Address from the Chair 


	2.40pm
	Professor Dermot Walsh, Chair in Law, University of Limerick and Director of the Centre for Criminal Justice
‘Democratic Legitimacy Issues Raised by EU Criminal Law: the European Arrest Warrant as a Case Study.’

Speaker’s Abstract: This paper will outline the legal basis for EU competence in criminal law and the procedures through which it is adopted and subsequently transposed into Irish law. Using the European Arrest Warrant as a case study it will highlight democratic legitimacy concerns at both European and domestic levels.


	3.25pm
	Angelika Möhlig, Legal Service, Eurojust 

‘34 months on: Practical experiences with the European Arrest Warrant’

Speaker's abstract: This presentation will outline the main achievements of the European Arrest Warrant in comparison with the Extradition Convention. It will also address the role of Eurojust in the European Arrest Warrant, identifying problems and practical issues.


	4pm
	Q & A


	4.20pm
	REFRESHMENT BREAK


	PANEL II


	Chaired by Mr Justice Nial Fennelly 


	4.50pm
	Thomas O’Malley, Barrister-at-Law and Senior Lecturer, N.U.I.G. 
‘The balancing of rights in the execution of European Arrest Warrants’
Speaker's abstract: S. 37 of the European Arrest Warrant Act 2003 provides, amongst other things, that a person shall not be surrendered under the Act if the surrender would be incompatible with the State’s obligations under the European Convention on Human Rights and its Protocols, or where it would contravene any provision of the Constitution. Both the Constitution and the European Convention are dynamic instruments, which means that the range and scope of the rights which they protect change over time. This paper will examine the approach so far adopted by the Irish courts towards rights-based issues when considering requests for surrender under the Act of 2003.


	5.25pm
	Patrick Gageby, Senior Counsel 


‘The changing pattern of statutory interpretation’
Speaker’s Abstract: This presentation will address the changing pattern of statutory interpretation evident in recent judgements of the Supreme Court on the European Arrest Warrant.


	5.45pm
	Q & A


	6pm
	CLOSE OF CONFERENCE
WINE RECEPTION




*Eurojust was established in 2002 to enhance the effectiveness of competent authorities within EU Member States dealing with the investigation and prosecution of serious cross-border and organised crime.
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES
James Hamilton practised as a barrister from 1973 to 1981.  In 1981 he was appointed as a full-time legal adviser to the Attorney General of Ireland, becoming permanent head of the Office of the Attorney General and senior legal adviser to the Attorney General in 1995.  Between 1981 and 1999 he acted as legal adviser to the Government of Ireland.  He advised on a wide range of legal issues including those arising during negotiations which concluded the Belfast Agreement.  In 1999 he was appointed Director of Public Prosecutions of Ireland.  He was a member of the Constitution Review Group and is a member of the Executive Committee of the International Association of Prosecutors.
Professor Dermot Walsh is Professor of Law and Director of the Centre for Criminal Justice at the University of Limerick. He is a member of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland and the author of major texts on policing and criminal justice including: Juvenile Justice (2005), Criminal Procedure (2002) and The Irish Police (1998).

Angelika Möhlig is a Legal Officer in the Legal Service of Eurojust. Before joining Eurojust she worked as a prosecutor in Germany as well as an official in both the German Federal Ministry of Justice and the Permanent Representation of Germany to the EU. She was responsible for the negotiation of instruments in the field of co-operation in criminal matters, including the European Arrest Warrant. 
Mr Justice Nial Fennelly is a Judge of the Supreme Court and former Advocate-General of the European Court of Justice.  He is Chairman of the Centre.

Tom O’Malley M.A. (NUI), LL.M. (Yale) is a Senior Lecturer in Law at NUI, Galway and a practising barrister. His publications include Sentencing Law and Practice (2nd edition, 2006); Sexual Offences: Law Policy and Punishment (1996); The Criminal Process: A Textbook and Principled Discretion: Sentencing without Guidelines (both forthcoming 2006). He has been a member of several committees and working groups on various aspects of law reform and is currently a member of a committee advising on the establishment of a computerised sentencing information system.  
Patrick Gageby S.C. is a barrister practising in the areas of criminal law and extradition.
Andrew Beck B.L. is a practising barrister and Director of the Irish Centre for European Law.  He is a graduate of Trinity College Dublin, Oxford University (Magister Juris in European Law) and The King’s Inns.  He received the Bar Council Prize for Advocacy in 2001.  He teaches Criminal Practice and Administrative Law in the King’s Inns. 
THE IRISH CENTRE FOR EUROPEAN LAW
“I…welcome…the establishment of the Irish Centre for European Law; for law lies at the heart of the European Community.” 
Peter Sutherland, Inaugural Conference, 1988

The Centre is based in Trinity College, Dublin and was founded in 1988 by Mary Robinson, at that time an Irish Senator and Senior Counsel.  Mary Robinson acted as the Centre’s first Director prior to becoming President of Ireland.  
The principal aim of the Centre is to provide a neutral forum for the examination of European Law issues.  It achieves this aim through the media of conferences and publications.

The current Chairman, The Honorable Mr Justice Nial Fennelly is a Judge of the Irish Supreme Court and a former Advocate General of the European Court of Justice.  

MEMBERSHIP OF THE CENTRE
When the Centre was founded by Mary Robinson, she intended to create, “…a unique linkage between legal practitioners, academic lawyers and representatives of the wide range of sectors affected by European Law.”  Thus, while many of our members are lawyers, we are not restricted to this constituency, and all are welcome.  

The Centre is dependent on the goodwill of members to continue its work.  While we hope that the Centre will be seen as a cause worth supporting of itself, benefits of membership include:-

· Advance notice of, and reduced rates for, all our conferences.

· Inclusion of your professional details in the I.C.E.L. Members Directory which is the reference point for European practitioners and interest groups in Ireland, circulated to all our members. (Copies of the current Directory are available for inspection at this conference.)


· Keeping abreast of developments in a vital, expanding area of law and acquiring CPD points.
An application form is attached for your convenience.  The Director or Administrator are happy to assist with any membership queries either at this conference or at (01) 608 1845 and icel@tcd.ie.
