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Since 2001, terrorist attacks have acted as a catalyst for counter-terrorism legislation. The immediate reaction of the EU was an action plan and subsequent framework decision on combating terrorism. In the light of the London attacks, the European Council set out an EU counter-terrorism strategy with the objective of confronting "the networks of terror with networks against terror".


To enforce such networks, significant legislative initiatives have been launched to enhance the exchange of information and to improve police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters in the EU. The Data Retention Directive of 2006 and the proposal to establish the "principle of availability" are examples of enhanced information exchange. Judicial cooperation today is supported by the European Arrest Warrant and political agreement has been reached on a European Evidence Warrant.


Aside from the impact on the judicial and law enforcement sector, anti-terrorism legislation such as the EU Money Laundering Directive of 2005 has affected the private sector.


This seminar will assess the EU counter-terrorism legislation in the field of police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters, focusing particularly on their practical implications. Furthermore, the impact of the respective legislation on the private sector will be evaluated.
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