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‘COMPETITION AND THE LEGAL PROFESSION’ 
Sponsored by the Competition Authority

PROGRAMME 

Tuesday, 24 April 2007, 10am-6pm 
Royal Irish Academy, 19 Dawson Street,  
This significant conference addresses the impact of Competition Law and the Competition Authority Report on the legal profession.  It is intended inter alia to analyse the proposed changes from both within and without the profession and to consider the implications of the changing regulatory environment.  It includes an outline of the work of the Legal Costs Implementation Advisory Group from the Group Secretary.
	From 10am
	REGISTRATION (Tea and Coffee provided in the Members’ Room.)


	10.40am

	Welcome from Andrew Beck B.L., Director I.C.E.L.

	
	FIRST PANEL Chair: Mr Justice William McKechnie
The Report 



	10.45am
	Declan Purcell, Director, Advocacy Division, The Competition Authority 
Abstract: This presentation will provide an overview of the Competition Authority Report on the Legal Profession.


	11.30am


	Mr Ken Murphy, Director General of the Law Society
Abstract: This presentation will provide a response from the Law Society to the Report.


	12noon
	Q & A


	12.30pm
	LUNCH BREAK (Delegates are invited to make their own arrangements.)


	
	SECOND PANELChair: Imelda Maher, Sutherland Professor of European Law, U.C.D.
Analysis


	1.30pm
	Mr David Nolan, Senior Counsel
Abstract: This presentation will provide an analysis of Competition and the Legal Profession generally and from the perspective of the Barristers’  profession.


	2pm
	Mr William Prasifka, Chairperson of the Competition Authority 

Abstract: This presentation will provide an analysis of Competition and the Legal Profession generally and from the perspective of the Competition Authority.


	2.30pm
	Dr Vincent Power, A & L Goodbody Solicitors 
Abstract: This presentation will provide an analysis of Competition and the Legal Profession generally and from the perspective of the Solicitor’s profession.


	3pm
	Panel discussion and Q & A


	3.30pm
	REFRESHMENT BREAK (Tea and Coffee provided in the Members’ Room.)


	
	THIRD PANEL  Chair: Senator Shane Ross
Perspectives



	4pm
	Ms Ann Fitzgerald, Executive Chair of the National Consumer Agency 
Abstract: This presentation will provide an analysis of Competition and the Legal Profession from the consumer perspective.


	4.30pm
	Mr David Fennell, Secretary to the Legal Costs Implementation Advisory Group 

Abstract: This presentation will provide an overview of the work of the Legal Costs Implementation Group.


	5pm

	Dr Patrick McCloughan, Economist, Indecon 

Abstract: This presentation will provide an analysis of Competition and the Legal Profession from the economic perspective including the partnership role for lawyers and economists in the practice of competition law.



	5.30pm
	WINE RECEPTION IN THE MEMBERS’ ROOM



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Mr Justice William McKechnie, who has a Master's degree in European Law, practised at the Bar for close on thirty years before joining the Bench in 2000. For the last number of years he has been the competition judge in the High Court and has been in charge of the competition list. During this time there has been an ever increasing number of cases taken, not only by the competition authority but also by private litigants, involving a variety of different competition law issues. Recently the High Court, sitting as the Central Criminal Court, dealt with its first cartel prosecution on indictment.  
Declan Purcell has been a Member of the Competition Authority since 1998.  Declan heads the Authority's Advocacy Division. The Division monitors, studies, and advises the Government on competition policy in regulated markets (particularly in relation to Government intervention in those markets) and advocates the removal of unnecessary or disproportionate restrictions on competition. The Division also seeks to raise awareness and understanding of the benefits of competition across the economy.  One of the Division’s main focus areas for the past number of years has been competition in the professions, and the Division was responsible for the Authority’s Report on the Legal Profession. 
Ken Murphy has been Director General of the Law Society since 1995. He is a graduate of UCD and qualified as a solicitor in 1981. He practiced initially in commercial litigation with the firm A&L Goodbody where he became a partner in 1990. In 1988 he helped found the firm's EU and Competition Law Unit. He practiced European and Irish competition law for four years in A&L Goodbody's Brussels office and subsequently for the firm in Dublin. He was an elected member of the Council of the Law Society, chairing many committees, from 1983 until he became Director General. He has served on a number of government appointed task forces including the Working Group on a Courts Commission and the Committee on a Court of Appeal.
Imelda Maher, Sutherland Professor of European Law, moved to UCD in 2006 from the London School of Economics.  She is a member of the Advisory Board of the Economic and Social Research Council Centre for Competition Policy, University of East Anglia and an editor of the European Law Journal. Her main research interest is in law and governance and her work straddles the two domains of competition law and EU law. Her current work in competition law addresses the relationship between the rule of law and the emergence of agency networks. She is author of Competition Law: Alignment and Reform (1999).
David Nolan was called to the Bar in 1985 having completed a B. Comm. Degree at UCD.   He practiced as a Junior Counsel in Dublin for eighteen years, working in the areas of Personal Injury, Insurance, Non-Jury and Commercial.  He was called to the Inner Bar in March 2003 and continues to practice in the areas of Personal Injury, Insurance and Commercial work for both Plaintiffs and Defendants. In 2005 he was elected to the Bar Council.
William Prasifka took up his position as Chairperson of the Competition Authority in April 2006.  William has extensive experience as a public servant and as a lawyer in private practice.  Prior to taking up the post of Chairperson of the Competition Authority, William held the position of Commissioner for Aviation Regulation, from 1999 to 2006.  Between 1996 and 1999 he was a Member of the Competition Authority.  Before entering the public sector, William worked as a lawyer in the private sector, in both Dublin and New York, where his work was predominantly in the areas of competition law, antitrust law, corporate finance, mergers and acquisitions.  William is a member of the Bar of the State of New York.  He obtained his Bachelor of Arts degrees and Doctorate of Law (J.D.) from Columbia University School of Law, New York.  He also studied law and economics at the University of Chicago, School of Law, Chicago, Illinois.  William also holds the position of Deputy Chairman of the Fullbright Commission and is President of the Irish Czech and Slovak Society.
Dr Vincent Power, head of the EU & Competition Law practice at A&L Goodbody is a leading competition lawyer. He has been involved in many of the major competition law cases in Ireland and now has an international practice in various aspects of competition law. He represented the Law Society in the Competition Authority's Study of the
Legal Profession.  He is listed in all of the guides to competition lawyers worldwide. A graduate of UCC and Cambridge, he is the author, co-author or editor of six books including leading books on Irish competition law and EC shipping
law.

Senator Shane Ross.  Independent University of Dublin Senator, and Business Editor of The Sunday Independent, Shane Ross was educated at St Stephen’s School Dublin,
Rugby School, Trinity College Dublin, and the University of Geneva.
A qualified stockbroker, he was executive chairman of Dillon and Waldron
stockbrokers, and The Irish Times stock exchange correspondent for 8 years. He
is director or chairman of several investment companies and hedge funds
including the Barings New Russia and SVM Global Investment Trust, and is a
former chairman of the Kleinwort European Privatisation Investment Trust.
He is married to Ruth Buchanan, presenter of RTE’s Playback, and has two
children.
Ann Fitzgerald is the Executive Chair of the National Consumer Agency and Director of Consumer Affairs.  Ann is also a director of the Irish Takeover Panel, the National Development Finance Agency and the Personal Injuries Assessment Board.  Previously, Ann was Secretary General of the Irish Association of Investment Managers.
David Fennell works in the Courts Policy Division of the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.  He has served as secretary to the Legal Costs Working Group (2005) and the Legal Costs Implementation Advisory Group (2006).
Dr Patrick McCloughan is a Divisional Director with Indecon International Economic Consultants.  Pat has provided economic inputs to major legal practices in Ireland on successful competition/merger cases.  He has also advised the European Competition (Competition DG), the UK Office of Fair Trading (OFT) and the Irish Competition Authority.  Pat has extensive professional experience in competition economics assignments in Ireland and abroad and has advised in mergers and acquisitions, restrictive practices, dominance cases, state aids, market studies, inter alia.  Pat holds a PhD in industrial organisation economics from the University of East Anglia, Norwich and has published widely in international peer reviewed economics journals.
Andrew Beck B.L. is a practising barrister and Director of the Irish Centre for European Law.  He is a graduate of Trinity College Dublin, Oxford University (Magister Juris in European Law) and The King’s Inns (Awarded Bar Council Bursary for Advocacy).  He teaches Civil Practice and Administrative Law on the Bar Vocational Course in the King’s Inns. 
THE IRISH CENTRE FOR EUROPEAN LAW

“I…welcome…the establishment of the Irish Centre for European Law; for law lies at the heart of the European Community.” 

Peter Sutherland, Inaugural Conference, 1988

The Centre is based in Trinity College, Dublin and was founded in 1988 by Mary Robinson, at that time an Irish Senator and Senior Counsel.  Mary Robinson acted as the Centre’s first Director prior to becoming President of Ireland.  

The principal aim of the Centre is to provide a neutral forum for the examination of European Law issues.  It achieves this aim through the media of conferences and publications.

The current Chairman, The Honorable Mr Justice Nial Fennelly is a Judge of the Irish Supreme Court and a former Advocate General of the European Court of Justice.  

MEMBERSHIP OF THE CENTRE

When the Centre was founded by Mary Robinson, she intended to create, “…a unique linkage between legal practitioners, academic lawyers and representatives of the wide range of sectors affected by European Law.”  Thus, while many of our members are lawyers, we are not restricted to this constituency, and all are welcome.  

The Centre is dependent on the goodwill of members to continue its work.  While we hope that the Centre will be seen as a cause worth supporting of itself, benefits of membership include:-

· Advance notice of, and reduced rates for, all our conferences.

· Inclusion of your professional details in the I.C.E.L. Members Directory which is the reference point for European practitioners and interest groups in Ireland, circulated to all our members. (Copies of the current Directory are available for inspection at this conference.)


· Keeping abreast of developments in a vital, expanding area of law and acquiring CPD points.
The Director or Administrator are happy to assist with any membership queries either at this event or at (01) 608 1845 and icel@tcd.ie.

